
ABOUT THIS PODCAST

WHAT IS CAMPYLOBACTER?

HOW IS CAMPYLOBACTER SPREAD?

n Campylobacter is a bacteria and is one of the most 
commonly diagnosed causes of infectious abortions 
of ewes in New Zealand. Other commonly diagnosed 
causes are Toxoplasmosis and Salmonellosis.

n It is generally associated with abortions in the last 6 
weeks of pregnancy, however trial work has shown it 
causes pregnancy losses at other times when the 
losses are not as easy to see (eg embryonic loss, 
resulting in dry ewes or late lambers).

n It can also cause stillbirths or the birth of weak lambs 
that die soon after birth.

n There are different strains, the two most prevalent in 
NZ sheep are:

—  C. fetus fetus
—  C. jejuni

n 88% of NZ farms have Campylobacter present.1 n Campybacteriosis spreads when susceptible animals 
ingest contaminated feed or water, or by direct contact 
with infected fetuses or foetal membranes.

n Post infection, the organism is present in discharges for 
up to 6 weeks, with some ewes becoming long term 
carrier between seasons.2

n Infection can persist on a farm for a number of years in 
carrier sheep which cannot be identified.

CAMPYLOBACTER VACCINATION

n Campyvax4® is the only Campylobacter vaccination for 
sheep in New Zealand.

n It contains four strains of Campylobacter: 3 x C. fetus 
fetus and 1 x C. jejuni.

n For prevention, in the first year of use two shots of the 
vaccine should be given 4-8 weeks apart, with the 2nd 
booster shot ideally given prior to mating. 

n In subsequent years a single shot (annual booster) 
should be given prior to mating for ongoing protection.

88% of NZ farms have 
Campylobacter
present1 

Surveillance. Vol’s 47-48, No 3, September 2012 – 2021

2011
0

20

40

60

80

100

120

140

2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 2018 2019 2020

N
UM

B
ER

 O
F 

CA
SE

S 
RE

PO
RT

ED

43
38

17
30

37
38 49 46

29

13
39

34
21 26

25 32

7

7
13

7
9 2

7
5

16

12

33

49

35 30

21
13

30

27

8

36

15

17

16

23

Salmonella Brandenburg
Campylobacter jejuni
Campylobacter fetus fetus
Toxoplasma gondii

This podcast was produced as part of neXtgen Agri’s Head Shepherd Podcast series. 
Covering all things livestock through the amazing stories of farmers and the people that study 
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Diagnosed Sheep Abortion Cases

MANAGING AN OUTBREAK
During an outbreak the focus should be on preventing 
access of animals to infection by limiting the spread 
through:

n Reducing stocking density

n Removing stock from contaminated pasture

n Strict adherence to hygiene practices

NOTE: These control measures are very hard to implement on a busy 
commercial farm.

CAMPYLOBACTER IN SHEEP

CAMPYLOBACTER FACT-SHEET 1

BENEFITS OF PREVENTATIVE 
VACCINATION WITH CAMPYVAX4®

n Prevents significant losses due to abortion storms.

n Increases lambing percentage by an average of 9% 
even in farms that do not see abortions.3

n Protection against losses of weak, non-viable lambs.

https://www.nextgenagri.com/head-shepherd-podcast
https://youtu.be/QBhQnewxQBE
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